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MESSAGE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

political elites, fund wars and stoke conflicts in
Southern countries, such as in West Asia and
Northern Africa (WANA), Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC), Palestine, and West Papua, to
pursue their private interests.
Over the years, living conditions have degenerated
for billions of workers across the world, indigenous
peoples, farmers, and small fisherfolk lose their land
and livelihoods to encroaching TNCs and colonial
and expansionist projects of global powers, and
resistance is met with state violence. Women from
these sectors bear the worst of neoliberal policies
and state violence, but their plight is compounded
by sexual violence, which rises in precarious
economic situations and contexts of conflict and
fragility.

The world economy is in a protracted decline, with
the lowest projected global economic growth in
2019. But business remains as usual – Northern
transnational corporations (TNCs) monopolise capital
and technology and so wealth is concentrated to
a few; production is socialised and relegated to
working peoples in Southern countries while income
shares continue to shrink. The ballooning debt of
both the private sector and developing countries
is another facet of the economic crisis. Developing
countries lose hundreds of billions of dollars to
payment of debt and interests, which are expected to
rise in the trillions in 2020 and 2021.
Global powers such as the US and its allies, and
recently China and Russia, in collusion with local

Global economic and political crises have forced
70.8 million peoples to leave their communities
if not their home countries, including refugees,
internally displaced persons, and migrants. Twentyone million people come from WANA countries
such as Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, and Syria that
are devastated by the US ‘war on terrorism.’ In
Venezuela, hundreds of US sanctions have resulted in
catastrophic economic impacts that since 2015 have
forced 5.1 million Venezuelans to flee, described as
the largest displacement in the modern history of the
LAC region.
Business as usual is also the response of major
polluters and world leaders to the climate crisis.
They remained non-committal to climate change
responses despite scientific reports of the lifethreatening impacts of climate change, especially
to communities in Southern countries whose
livelihoods rely on the environment.
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“IBON International continued to
support community practices and
initiatives that realise people’s
sovereignty, and which serve as
models for such alternative systems.”

Peoples across the world have become disenchanted
of neoliberal promises of ‘development,’ and
have become weary of elite leaders in cahoots
with global powers. Throughout 2019 they have
disrupted ‘business as usual’, both through massive
organized actions and organic uprisings such as the
climate protests that coincided with the UN Climate
Summit and was attended by millions globally, the
indigenous-led protests against the burning of the
Amazon rainforest by Bolsonaro-backed businesses
in Brazil, the general strikes in India, Bangladesh, and
even in Northern countries such as in France, the
anti-neoliberal protests in Lebanon and Zimbabwe
and in LAC countries such as in Chile, Ecuador, and
Haiti, the protests demanding for regime change
in WANA, the protests in Hong Kong in defiance of
China’s expansionist project, and the indomitable
peoples’ movements and liberation struggles in
Kurdistan, Palestine, West Papua, the Philippines,
India, and elsewhere.
In the Philippines, where IBON International’s main
offices are located, we experience similar social
inequities borne out of a neoliberal framework of
development, and similar struggles against a fascist
regime that has only become more vicious in its
attacks against human rights defenders and even
civil society organisations. 2019 was an especially
challenging year for IBON International as our main
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offices in Quezon City, Philippines were among those
threatened in a series of attacks against civil society
and people’s organisations’ headquarters, which
often resulted in arbitrary arrests and detention
of activists based on trumped-up charges. The
institution promptly responded to the situation
with the help of allied organisations, networks and
media in the country and international solidarity and
support from abroad.
Prior to the incident, the institution put in place
mechanisms to respond to such attacks amid the
Duterte government’s on-going crackdown against
activists and civil society. In 2019 IBON International
also established a human rights desk in partnership
with the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation
(SSNC) that supported key efforts and responses to
shrinking civic space including a rights and security
training with human rights lawyers and experts.
Following the training, a handbook on security for
human rights defenders (HRDs) was produced for
the staff and other CSOs. We also published the
third instalment on the human rights situation in
the Philippines under Duterte’s regime. We raised
awareness on the worsening human rights situation
and increasing attacks on HRDs through our key
participation in a forum with CSO representatives in
Brussels, Belgium and at the Stockholm Civil Society
Days.

In 2019 IBON International reviewed the
implementation of its 2016-2020 Strategic Plan
bannering Rights-based Democracy in anticipation
of the plan’s final year. In this assessment, the
institution’s primary objectives were reaffirmed,
the achievements were recognised, and the tasks
for the next two years, tailored to the demands of
contemporary issues and the immediate needs of
Southern people’s struggles, were determined. We
successfully implemented concrete action points
in line with our commitment to organisational
development. We designed an effective programme
framework that eased the evaluation of the impact of
our work. We created monitoring and feedback and
other similar systems to raise our profile and increase
our supporter base to contribute in expanding global
mass movements. We also worked on building a
competent and capable human resource to deliver
our strategy.
Massive protests against neoliberal regimes and
the climate crisis affirmed our resolve in pursuing
a Rights-Based/People-Powered Democracy (RBD/
PPD) framework and approach to development. IBON
International continued to oppose neoliberal policies
that wreak havoc on people’s rights including their
access to social services and protection through the
People Over Profit campaign network.
Underlying the mass movements’ protests we
witnessed is the aspiration for alternative systems
that will serve the interests of the majority and the
planet. IBON International continued to support
community practices and initiatives that realise
people’s sovereignty, and which serve as models for
such alternative systems. “People-powered sustainable
consumption: A visioning and mapping study” is
the fruition of our initial research on sustainable
consumption and production (SCP) policy and
practice in Indonesia, Kenya, and the Philippines.
We followed up the book with a policy brief on
sustainable development.
We also built up our work on climate justice through
the publication of a policy brief on climate finance
and other relevant articles. We participated in the
4th UN Environment Assembly, the 25th Conference
of Parties (COP25) and related meetings of the

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
where we held side-events such as on the situation
of environmental defenders in Indonesia, the
Philippines, and Senegal, and a peoples’ forum on
people-powered climate action.
Other major publications that we published last
year include policy briefs that tackled development
finance, China’s Belt and Road Initiative, and
Southern debt, as well as two new Transnational
Corporation (TNC) Watch publications on top
defense contractors Lockheed Martin and The Boeing
Company.
Together with our networks and partners around
the globe, we continued to engage key issues such
as development finance, effectiveness, militarism,
conflict and fragility, and the “triple nexus” through
our participation in the Financing for Development
Review Forum, the UN High-Level Conference on
South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40), the OECDDevelopment Assistance Committee Senior-Level
Meeting (SLM), the SLM of the Global Partnership
for Effective Development Co-operation (GPEDC
SLM), the UN High-Level Political Forum, and the
UN General Assembly and People's Assembly. We
also organised seminars and forum in our offices in
Africa in line with our mandate to develop grassroots
capacities. IBON International maintains its special
consultative status with the UN Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC).
The year’s successes are owed to the efforts of our
staff, and the strong and reliable support of our
partner organisations and networks. As we carry
on with our work in 2020, we continue to draw
inspiration from the mass movements across the
globe that have tirelessly fought for a just and free
society.

Amy Padilla
Executive Director
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PROSPECTS
AND PLANS

contributions in capacity development and in
strengthening movements’ campaigns to protect
people’s rights vis-a-vis corporate rights violations,
economic plunder, and to promote development for
and led by the people.

In the year 2020, IBON International shall continue
asserting the peoples’ right to development amid
current challenges in today’s crisis in democratic
governance, continuing militarism around the world,
and economic plunder.
This means continuing work on Rights-based/
People-powered Democracy (RBD/PPD), including
the defense of fundamental civil-political rights
against rising authoritarianism today. This is in
recognition that peoples must be empowered to
exercise their initiative and substantive participation
in governance in order to realise their right to shape
and lead development paths. Another challenge
to these rights today would be militarism and
aggressive actions led by major global powers,
to which IBON International shall respond with
strengthened campaigning and advocacy work.
We shall also optimise our myriad knowledge
outputs on issues related to international finance
institutions (IFIs), trade and investment, and
transnational corporations (TNCs). This would
entail finding ways to heighten these outputs’
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Continuing efforts of prior years, we remain
determined in broadening and deepening solidarity
to the Filipino people’s issues and struggles. We
recognise the inescapable realities of the political
and economic context around our central offices in
the Philippines, which pose challenges to the work
and rights of all development workers, human rights
defenders, and civil society organisations in the
country—including our own.
Strengthening the capacities of our organisation
remains essential in proceeding to the final
year of our current Strategic Plan. We shall work
towards programme development of thematic
areas, particularly on climate finance, sustainable
consumption and production (SCP), as well as on
rights defenders and government-CSO interface.
We shall enhance the sustainability of our hosted
networks to build broad alliances towards
development for the people. We shall develop our
regional work based on specific contexts as we
continue to build from best practices. Finally, we
shall continue strengthening our internal systems
of administration and finance which are key to
operations.
2020 is the last year of our five-year Strategic Plan.
As we review the past years of implementation,
articulate its lessons, and gear up for another Plan,
we will certainly continue to orient our efforts
towards conditions where peoples can assert their
rights and exercise their sovereignty.

ABOUT
IBON INTERNATIONAL

We are a Southern-based service institution with
an international character and scope of work.
Our defined service role encompasses a broad
range of capacity development functions, and is
directed towards social movements and civil society
constituencies in all regions of the world especially
in the global South. Our promotion of capacity
development is in the context of our fundamental
advocacy of social justice and transformation,
with a focus on building and sharing knowledge
through research, education and information, and
on international networking and partnership for
capacity development.
IBON International strengthens links between
local campaigns and advocacies to international
initiatives. At the national and sub-national levels,
we bring development issues from the international
arena in a way that people’s organisations and
social movements can engage with them. At the
regional and international levels, IBON International
organises and co-sponsors parallel and alternative
people’s organisations and civil society initiatives. We
provide a venue for people’s organisations and civil
society organisations to express and build consensus
around their concerns and demands, engage official
processes meaningfully and forge cooperation for
strengthened campaigns.
We trace our roots in 1978 during the dark days
of martial law in the Philippines through IBON
Foundation, as an alternative source of social and
economic information. International work was
initially taken on in the context of generating

support for Philippine issues and struggles.
Over time, allies outside of the country saw the
importance of sharing the knowledge and skills
through capacity development work, partnerships,
and networking. This has led to exponential growth
of its international work, which necessitated
establishing a separate, distinct, but closely
coordinated, organisation as IBON International.
IBON International shares the aspirations of the
peoples’ struggles all over the world: a society and
world of prosperity, democracy that is free from
war and strife, inequality, bondage and oppression.
This expansive vision has long framed IBON
International’s mission of capacity development
of people’s movements for rights and democracy.
The vision is reflected in our overarching goal,
which is to contribute to building global mass
movements of oppressed and marginalised peoples
to challenge neoliberal globalisation, war and
all forms of oppression, and to advance people’s
individual and collective rights, democracy, social
justice and equality, ecological sustainability and
liberation. Rights-based Democracy/People-Powered
Democracy (RBD/PPD) is central in our framework,
and our mission is to develop knowledge and
capacities with people and their organisations to
exercise and claim their economic, political, social,
and cultural rights, and meaningfully engage with
other actors for the realisation of a rights-based
democracy.
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2019-2020: REVITALISED
RESISTANCE, NEW CRISIS?

The year 2019 and the start of 2020 have seen an
upsurge in people’s assertions around the world
against neoliberal and autocratic regimes. While
the waves of massive protests have come to a halt
amid the pandemic outbreak, it further revealed
the gaping failure of neoliberal policies to provide

economic security for the majority. Meanwhile,
right-wing leaders backed by financial and military
support from global powers have seized the
pandemic as an opportunity to consolidate its
regimes and continue its attacks against the people.

MULTIPLE CRISES, AND WORSENING INEQUALITIES AMID THE PANDEMIC
The pandemic has expedited the 2020 economic
recession of an already troubled pre-pandemic world
economy. The IMF forecasted the global economy
to ‘contract sharply’ by-3 in 2020, worse than the
2008–09 financial crisis,1 threatening the stability
of both industrialised and global South economies.
Today’s recession alongside a manufacturing
downturn and a potential debt bomb, follow years of
so-called “crisis of neoliberalism” of 2008, which were
marked by protracted economic slowdown. Global
foreign direct investment (FDI), or investments from
one country to another, has steadily declined since
2008. The amount of FDI in 2019 was at USD 1.39
trillion, which was largely unchanged compared to
the previous year. This was after a decline by 13%
to USD 1.3 trillion in 2018, a third consecutive year
of decline,2 after another 23% decrease in 2017. The
UNCTAD claims that the post-crisis average annual
growth of investment is at a mere one percent.

through entities in Southern countries, the ultimate
beneficiaries and source of capital remain Northern
TNCs. Tracing the “ultimate investors,” 71% of
investment in the global South is still in practice
captured by developed country big business.4
Northern corporations also benefit from offshore tax
havens, with a 2019 IMF paper showing that 40% of
world investments—about USD 15 trillion—have
been done through “shell corporations” in tax havens
so that big businesses evade paying higher tax
rates.5 These result in drains on Southern economies
which lost USD 430 billion in 2018 to debt servicing,
payments on FDI, illicit financial flows (e.g., trade
misinvoicing) to Northern states and corporations
in the same year. The amounts flowing out of
Southern countries are greater than the external
finance they receive in FDI, portfolio investment, loan
disbursements, aid or official development assistance
(ODA), and remittances.

Capital concentration and centralisation continues,
and the structure of a world economy led by
corporate giants remains intact. Multinational
corporations from developed countries and China
remain the dominant actors.3 Investment data
contradict narratives that South-South investment
is “catching up” to traditionally Northern corporate
dominance. While investment can be coursed

Another aspect for the world economy on a possible
brink of a crash is the increasing risk of a debt crisis.
Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, the IMF already
cited at least nine low-income countries as already
in “debt distress” (or unable to pay debts). Other 25
countries were classified in high risk, and 23 more in
moderate risk. Those at high risk or under distress are
at least 44% of low-income countries.6
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The current world economy of corporate giants is
also the engine that historically drove the climate
crisis. Today’s climate emergency has turned for
the worse, with the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) once claiming that the world
only has 2030 to curtail disastrous and permanent
climate shifts that will have further social and
environmental effects. According to 2019 data, only
20 big corporations account for 35% or one-third of
greenhouse gas emissions from 1965 to 2017.
Neoliberal policy, usually comprising privatisation,
liberalisation, deregulation, and de-nationalisation, is
under fire today with growing concerns from certain
policymakers. But in spite of critiques and staunch
opposition from people’s movements, the policy
agenda that remains in play today is one where, at its
root, state function is oriented to creating favourable
conditions for private capital.
Deep inequalities were already characteristic of the
world economy, which continued to be the case
after the 2008 downturn until today. These show the
structural effects of an economy captured by TNCs
and MNCs to people’s rights and development in
the global South. COVID-19 pandemic has brought

into light how neoliberal prescriptions—from labour
flexibilization and backsliding of the right to social
services—have created precarious situations for
peoples around the world. Working people carry the
burden of the pandemic. The UN admits that among
the most vulnerable to the disease are people on
low incomes. Amid workplace closures to prevent
contagion, there are estimates that, at its worst, 25
million more might be unemployed, and workers
in both global North and South could lose USD 3.4
trillion in incomes. Women comprise 70% of the
world’s health workers, and face bigger risks. Many
women, who still shoulder much of housework and
care, face increased intensity in such tasks amid
quarantines.
A basic measure to prevent the spread of disease
would be handwashing, but around 40% of the world
population do not have access to water and soap at
home. Affordable, decent and mass housing would
also be necessary for effective quarantine measures,
but around 1.8 billion people live in “abhorrent
housing conditions and homelessness” today.
Decades of privatisation hinders people from access
to medical attention and other health services.

MILITARISM IN A MULTIPOLAR WORLD
Increasing global insecurity, arising from
geopolitical competition and rising alliances among
superpowers, drives the rise in military spending.
There is a reported 4% increase in global military
spending in 2019, which is largely attributed to
a handful of powerful countries.7 Global military
spending in 2018 was “highest since the Cold War”8
at $1.82 trillion.

The US ‘war on terror’ that began during the Bush
administration has killed over 800,000 people in
Afghanistan, Syria, Pakistan, and Yemen.11 Indirect
deaths from “malnutrition, damaged infrastructure,
and environmental degradation” would account to
more than 3.1 million dead in the said countries,
while 21 million people have become war refugees
and internally displaced persons.12

The US scrambles to maintain its stature as the
global power in a multipolar world through military
dominance. The US military budget has increased
every year since Donald Trump came into power in
2017,9 and in 2019 the US remained the top military
spender at $684.6 billion, while China followed at
$185 billion.10 While the US has shifted its defense
priority to the “great power competition” against
China and Russia, its so-called “anti-terror” campaigns
continue in West Asia and North Africa, the rest of the
Africa region, South and Central Asia and Southeast
Asia.

War and militarism also threaten to worsen the
effects of the pandemic on the people. The 100
million people in war and conflict-affected zones
face “devastating” consequences, according to the
UN, amid cramped living conditions and without
sanitation and health services.
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While US alliances with EU countries, such as under
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), are
facing instabilities, China and Russia are bolstering
their alliance. This is evident in their developing
political and military ties.13 China and Russia’s
“security cooperation” and possibility of a “full-

fledged defense alliance” threatens to disturb “US
interests, including to the regional security balance,
US-led sanctions, and US military freedom of action
and access.”14
China has steadily expanded its influence through
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) with over 138
countries involved in BRI projects.15 Africa has
become “the largest market for China’s overseas
construction contracts.”16 The China-led security
alliance, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation,
“reaffirmed their support” of the BRI in its 2019
summit.
Meanwhile, Russia secures its economic interests
in Africa through arms sales, security agreements,
and training programs. These threaten established
US links in the process, for instance, with Russia
developing ties with US allies Tunisia and Egypt;
with Libya, a known NATO stronghold; and with
former French colonies Mali and the Central African
Republic.17 18
Both countries continue to flex their military prowess
amid the pandemic. Russia has conducted military
drills in Crimea in March. China continues to assert
its forces in the South China Sea.19 20 Besides South
China Sea dispute-related attacks, China intimidates
Taiwan with its on-going military drills.21
Competition and compromise between the global
powers continue to have significant implications
for the efforts of Southern nations and peoples to
exert political and economic self-determination
in an increasingly unstable world. While people’s
movements have staunchly resisted autocratic
regimes, the trend in right-wing politics continue
with financial and military support from global
powers, resulting in increasing and intensifying
human rights violations. Such is the situation in India
where Modi continues to attack Muslim peoples and
other minorities; in the Philippines amid Duterte’s
false “drug war” and crackdown against activists;
in Indonesia’s occupation of West Papua; and in
the US supported right-wingers and IMF-backed
governments in Latin American states.
The pandemic has worsened the human rights
situation across the world as several autocratic
regimes have heightened state surveillance and
implemented militarised instead of health-based

US Army
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responses and without social support. There are
reports of arbitrary detention, harassment at
checkpoints, and killings. There were also leaders
who withheld essential public information about
COVID-19 and even spread false information about
the disease, while repressing doctors and journalists
and imposing strict measures against those who
peddle ‘fake news.’

A GLOBAL RESURGENCE
OF PEOPLE’S MOVEMENTS
There is said to be an overall increase in the number
of demonstrations,22 with mass protests against
governments seen in 114 countries. These could be
viewed as responses, directly or indirectly, to the
conditions created by the worsening economic crisis
of neoliberal globalisation and its accompanying
militarist offensive led by the US as it strives
to counter its “strategic decline” in the world’s
multipolar situation. People’s growing dissatisfaction
with the current order offers possibilities of widening
people’s assertions to reclaim their rights and
sovereignty.
People’s actions persist within the US and other
industrialised capitalist economies such as France
and the United Kingdom, in resistance to different
economic issues, to a rising fascism, and to the
corporate plunder of the people and planet. Workers,
farmers and indigenous peoples also launched mass
actions in China, India, Brazil and other developing
countries with larger economies.
In global South, grassroots movements assert
people’s rights amid economic crisis, neoliberal
policy and various forms of militarist attacks.
Prolonged and sustained protests challenged and
threatened governments in power--from Chile
to Lebanon. In parts of Asia, other flashpoints of
large-scale people’s actions included West Asia,
particularly Lebanon and Palestine. Waves of protests
involving thousands marked Lebanon since October
2019, amid a compounded crisis. People opposed
an austerity budget and new taxes on messaging
applications amid debt and economic crises,23 and
opposed alleged political elites’ corruption amid
close links with big business.24
India Country Today
14

In Palestine, thousands joined the Great March of
Return mobilisations since 2018 despite the Israeli

state’s repression.25 The US government’s 2020
“Peace Plan” drove another spate of protests, with
the plan condemned for being annexationist and
undemocratic.
Large protests were also seen in Iraq, with initial
demands about corruption and basic services
eventually turning to strong anti-government
sentiment.26 This later turned to calls against US
military presence, and Iranian government influence,
from the country after the US drone strike that killed
Iranian General Soleimani.27
There were actions of garment workers in Southeast
Asian countries, as the region continues to be a hub
for “fast fashion” companies due to cheaper labour
costs. Indonesian garment workers that supply big
firms such as Uniqlo have decried long working
hours and unpaid wages.28 29 In the Philippines,
movements campaign for justice and rights, after
massive killings in the government’s so-called
“drug war” and with a de facto martial law targeting
grassroots activists and the opposition. Indigenous
youth-led protests from mid-August to September
2019 in Indonesian-occupied West Papua were said
to be the largest seen in years.30 In Africa, protests
were triggered by economic crises or government
corruption, leading to regime changes.
The current COVID-19 pandemic revealed the cracks
in the economic and political frameworks that have
not protected peoples’ right to health and workers’
rights, aside from creating new cover for states to
implement potentially repressive measures. Thus,
despite restrictions on movement, expressions of
dissatisfaction and dissent were still seen online and
on the streets in various countries. Workers across
the world such as in US, Spain, Italy, Bolivia,31 and
Bangladesh,32 have organised strikes and smaller
actions with common concerns regarding measures
to protect health workers, such as gaps in protective
equipment, measures to ensure sick leaves and
workers’ wages despite quarantines.

1. https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/04/14/weoapril-2020
2. WIR 2019
3. Calculations from Fortune Global 500. 2020.
4. WIR 2019
5. https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2019/09/the-rise-ofphantom-FDI-in-tax-havens-damgaard.htm
6. https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/un-desapolicy-brief-59-corona-crisis-causes-turmoil-in-financial-markets/
7. https://www.iiss.org/press/2020/military-balance-2020
8. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/04/sipri-global-militaryspending-highest-cold-war-190429132222673.html
9. https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/02/14/fueled-us-undertrump-global-military-spending-2019-had-biggest-increasedecade
10. https://www.iiss.org/blogs/military-balance/2020/02/global-defencespending
11. https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/papers/summary
12. https://www.democracynow.org/2019/11/15/headlines/analysis_
finds_us_led_wars_since_9_11_killed_801_000_at_a_cost_of_64_
trillion
13. https://www.cnbc.com/2019/09/27/russia-and-chinas-relationship-how-deep-does-it-go.html
14. https://www.cnbc.com/2019/09/27/russia-and-chinas-relationship-how-deep-does-it-go.html
15. https://www.businessinsider.com/what-is-belt-and-road-chinainfrastructure-project-2018-1#it-consists-of-two-parts-the-beltwhich-recreates-an-old-silk-road-land-route-and-the-road-whichis-not-actually-a-road-but-a-route-through-various-oceans-2
16. https://www.forbes.com/sites/wadeshepard/2019/10/03/what-chinais-really-up-to-in-africa/#4a2814205930
17. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/31/world/africa/russia-militaryafrica.html
18. https://www.ft.com/content/a5648efa-1a4e-11e9-9e64d150b3105d21
19. https://www.rappler.com/nation/255587-china-opens-new-researchoutposts-west-philippine-sea-march-2020
20. https://asiatimes.com/2020/04/chinas-covid-19-imperialism-spreadsin-south-china-sea/
21. https://www.rappler.com/world/regions/asia-pacific/255860-taiwananger-over-china-military-drills-during-virus-outbreak
22. https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/03/10/politicalprotests-have-become-more-widespread-and-more-frequent
23. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/lebanonprotests-191019063629182.html
24. https://www.ibtimes.com/rampant-corruption-spurring-lebanonprotests-2930820
25. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/03/gaza-great-march-returnprotests-explained-190330074116079.html
26. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/oct/27/iraq-protests-aimtopple-regime
27. https://edition.cnn.com/2020/01/24/middleeast/iraq-protests-ustroops-intl/index.html
28. https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/east-asia/article/2169836/uniqloexploited-us-now-it-ignores-us-indonesian-factory-workers
29. https://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/fashion-beauty/article/3035927/uschina-trade-war-accelerates-apparel-factories-shift
30. Report from Indigenous Peoples Movement for Self-Determination
and Liberation
31. https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/in-photos-healthcare-workersprotest-amid-coronavirus-outbreak/ss-BB11Qlrn#image=12
32. thttps://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/mar/19/
garment-workers-face-destitution-as-covid-19-closes-factories
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RIGHTS-BASED DEMOCRACY/PEOPLE-POWERED DEMOCRACY
Closing civic spaces diminishes people’s rights,
particularly the right to participate in development
and decision-making processes. In 2019, IBON
International conducted networking, advocacy,
and capacity building activities among civil society,
peoples’ movements, and state actors to contribute
in countering this global risk.
In partnership with the Swedish Society for Nature
Conservation (SSNC), we established a human
rights desk that supported the security and rights
training of IBON International staff; the side event
on environmental defenders at the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Peoples’ Forum
2019 in Bangkok, Thailand; and our participation at
the International Civic Forum by the International
Civic Society Centre in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. In

June, IBON International attended the Assembly of
the International Coalition for Human Rights in the
Philippines (ICHRP), a global network monitoring
the human rights situation in the country and
campaigning for just and lasting peace. Currently, the
institution is the sole Philippine-based member of
ICHRP. Our Executive Director Amy Padilla delivered
reflections on what CSOs can do going forward, what
needs to change and how at the final panel of the
Stockholm Civil Society Days in November 2019.
We released the book “Repression and Impunity:
Continuing Attacks on People’s Rights in the
Philippines”, the third instalment of the book series
documenting the worsening state of human rights
violations and impunity in the Philippines under the
Duterte government.

DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PEOPLE
IBON International initiated a number of group
building activities and strategy meetings through
the campaign network People Over Profit (POP) to
consolidate gains achieved during banner campaigns
in 2018 against international financial institutions.
IBON International currently heads POP's workstream
on international financial institutions (IFIs), focusing
on IFI's policies' impacts on urban poor's access to
social services and protection.
We also actively engaged in several development
finance processes and arenas throughout 2019,
bringing up key issues such as corporate capture of
development, dwindling ODA, inadequate climate
finance, mounting debt burdens and accompanying
socio-economic and ecological impacts, and our
overall critique of prevailing neoliberal policies. We
participated in the Second High-Level UN Conference
on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40) and related
meetings in Buenos Aires in March, promoting
people-centred SSC together with the Southern

CSO Alliance on SSC. In April we participated in the
2019 Financing for Development Forum and made
an official intervention during the thematic panel on
international development cooperation. Another UN
process we attended was the UN General Assembly
High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development in
September.
IBON International was part of the Global Partnership
for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC)
Senior-Level Meeting and related CSO meetings,
and articulated our analysis through various
communications pieces. We also engaged in the
OECD International Policy Conference on Civil Society
Space and the DAC-CSO Dialogue in Paris in June. We
were also among the CSO delegation that attended
the Consultation with the Global Task Force on
Total Official Support for Sustainable Development
(TOSSD), which had in-depth discussions on both
policy and technical aspects related to this new
metric.
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TRADE AND INVESTMENT
Picking up from the work started in 2018, IBON
International published “People-powered sustainable
consumption: A visioning and mapping study”, a
scoping research on sustainable consumption and
production (SCP) that looked at the macro-economic
policy environment as well as the production and
consumption patterns in Indonesia, Kenya, and the
Philippines. The case studies on the Philippines and
Indonesia were presented by IBON International and
Borneo Dayak Forum, in a session titled “Towards
People-Powered Sustainable Consumption and
Production in Asia Pacific” at the 4th Global Research
Forum on Sustainable Production and Consumption
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held at Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology in June 26-29, 2019.
Earlier, IBON International participated in the 4th UN
Environment Assembly (UNEA) in Nairobi, Kenya,
on March 11-15, 2019; as it dwelled on the theme
“Innovative solutions for environmental challenges
and sustainable consumption and production”. In its
interventions, IBON International underscored the
need to address systemic barriers such as poverty,
hunger, and inequity for sustainable consumption
and production to be truly transformational.

CLIMATE JUSTICE
In cooperation with our partners, IBON International
focused on bringing the voices of climate-affected
communities in relevant policy arenas and surfacing
people-powered climate actions as more viable, just,
democratic, and equitable alternatives to marketdriven solutions to climate change.
IBON International’s country partners in Bolivia,
Indonesia, Nepal, Philippines, and Senegal pursued
dialogue with authorities at the local/national level
to ensure people’s rights and welfare in national
climate policies and promote grassroots perspectives
in building not only climate-resilient, but also
equitable, just, and democratic nations.
At the international level, we engaged the United
Nations Agenda 2030 by intervening on behalf of
the CSO constituency at the High-Level Political
Forum on Sustainable Development 2019. IBON
International brought in Madrid, Spain a delegation
of climate justice partners at the 25th Conference
of Parties (COP25) and related meetings of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change. To
support their engagement, we produced a policy

brief on climate finance and other communication
materials on peoples’ priorities for the UN climate
talks. We also participated in civil society-led actions
inside COP25.
Outside the official spaces, IBON International
organized forums and participated in mobilizations
to demand climate justice and urgent action for
frontline communities. In partnership with the
Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, we
organised a parallel session on “Delivering Real
Change: Scaling Up People-powered, Climate Change
Initiatives through Global Public Climate Finance” at
the Stockholm Civil Society Days in November. On
the sidelines of COP25, we organized a side-event
at the Cumbre Social por el Clima to highlight the
plight of environmental defenders under attack
in Indonesia, the Philippines, and Senegal and a
peoples’ forum “People-Powered Climate Action:
Reclaiming the Climate Agenda amid Corporate
Plunder and Repression.” IBON International also
joined the half-a-million strong Peoples’ Climate
March in the streets of Madrid.
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2019: AT A GLANCE

JULY

Engaged, intervened on behalf of CSOs
Nations Agenda 2030 at the High-Level
Sustainable Development

MARCH
JANUARY
Engaged, gave an intervention
about private finance and
sustainable development at OECD
International Week and Conference
on Private Finance for Sustainable
Development (PF4SD).

Engaged, gave an intervention
about the relation of human rights
issues such as poverty, hunger,
and inequity to sustainable
consumption and production at
the 4th UN Environment Assembly
(UNEA) in Nairobi, Kenya
Engagement at the UN 2nd HighLevel Conference on South-South
Cooperation (BAPA+40) in Buenos
Aires, Argentina
IBON Europe participated in the
EU Policy Forum on Development
Global Conference
Participated in the Asia
Pacific Forum for Sustainable
Development (APFSD), held a
side-event about environmental
defenders

FEBRUARY
IBON Africa organised a forum on
the climate crisis and its impacts in
Kenya.
Issued TNC Watch on The Boeing
Company

Engagement at Senior-Level Meeting of
Partnership for Effective Development C

I3D published “Modules on the Crisis of N
Globalization and the Way Out”

MAY
CSO Partnership for Development
Effectiveness (CPDE) co-organised
the Global Civil Society Summit in
Belgrade, Serbia, came up with the
Belgrade Call to Action
Issued TNC Watch on Lockheed
Martin

APRIL

JUNE

Engagement and intervention at
the Financing for Development
Forum in New York
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SEPTEMBER
Engagements at UN General
Assembly, People’s Assembly and
High-Level Dialogue on Financing
for Development
Participated in the ASEAN Peoples’
Forum 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand,
co-organised a side-event on
environmental defenders
Published the policy brief
“Sustainable consumption and
production: From “resourceefficient” status quo to social
transformation” and “Repression
& Impunity: Continuing attacks on
people’s rights in the Philippines”
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Europe General Assembly, elected new
bers of the Board and welcomed new
bers of the General Assembly.

nternational reviewed the Strategic Plan
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Participated in the Stockholm
Civil Society Days; co-organised
with Swedish Society for Nature
Conservation a parallel session,
“Delivering Real Change: Scaling Up
People-powered, Climate Change
Initiatives through Global Public
Climate Finance”
Speaking engagements on debt
held in Germany, “Debt in Asia
and the Pacific: Is China driving
the region into the debt trap?” and
“China as Lender of Countries in the
Global South”
Participated in the Global
Perspectives Conference and the
International Civic Forum in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia
Published the policy brief “Towards
a Just Global Climate Finance” and
the paper “Old shackles, rising new
masters? On Southern debt today”

OCTOBER
RoA-AP, together with CPDE–Asia,
organised a Regional Meeting and
Policy Workshop on IFI Monitoring
and Engagement
IBON Europe participated in
the Global Conference on
Confederalism, Municipalism and
Democracy in Rome, Italy, gave
inputs on the rise of right-wing
regimes, women, migration and
inequality
Issued an IPE Journal

DECEMBER
Engagement at the 25th
Conference of Parties (COP25)
and related meetings of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change; organised a side-event
at the Cumbre Social por el Clima
about the plight of environmental
defenders, and a peoples’ forum
“People-Powered Climate Action:
Reclaiming the Climate Agenda
amid Corporate Plunder and
Repression.”
CPDE held the Global Day of
Action on Human Rights Day
I3D published “Module on
Managing International People’s
Networks”

NETWORKS
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CSO PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT EFFECTIVENESS (CSOPARTNERSHIP.ORG)
Amid challenges to civic participation and
development cooperation, the CSO Partnership
for Development Effectiveness (CPDE) aimed to
stay at the frontlines of advancing development
effectiveness – leading important conversations,
engaging various stakeholders, and uniting
civil society around the effective development
cooperation (EDC) agenda.
In response to the global pattern of shrinking civic
spaces, CPDE launched initiatives for civil society to
come together, hold duty-bearers accountable, and
raise public awareness. Together with the Action
for Sustainable Development, Balkan Civil Society
Development Network, CIVICUS, and Gradanske
Inicijative, it organised the Global Civil Society
Summit in Belgrade, Serbia. The event produced the
Belgrade Call to Action, which urged UN member
states to: reverse the trend of shrinking civic
space; stop the increasing attacks on human rights
defenders; refrain from undermining of democratic
participation; and, renew commitments to an
inclusive Agenda 2030.
The Call served as the rallying point of the CPDE
Global Day of Action, held on Human Rights Day last
December 10 in partnership with 30 organisations
in 30 countries around the world. The campaign
calls attention to challenges faced by CSOs, asserts
CSO role as independent development actors, and
promote human rights as a core component of
people-centred development.
Given the escalating climate crisis, CPDE sought
to present CSO voices of those most vulnerable to
climate change. It co-produced a policy brief that
highlighted the skewed impacts of the crisis on
developing countries and its marginalised groups
and a civil society analysis on climate finance. The
policy brief was followed by a study conference,
conducted in time to prepare for the COP 25 in
Madrid. The conference explored the integration
of the EDC agenda in climate change analysis,
promotion of meaningful CSO participation,
transparency and accountability, and human rightsbased approach in financing climate action.
CPDE pushed for development finance and private
sector engagement consistent with development

effectiveness principles. The platform asked to
uphold the mandate of official development
assistance to eradicate poverty and address
inequalities, and contributed to the development
of the Kampala Principles on Private Sector
Engagement in Development Cooperation.
CPDE has reached consensus around civil
society messages on private sector, South-South
Cooperation, CSO enabling environment, conflict
and fragility, and migration with the CPDE Manifesto.
The document guided its policy engagements
throughout the year, especially the Financing for
Development Review Forum, BAPA+40 Conference,
the OECD-Development Assistance Committee
Senior-Level Meeting (SLM), the SLM of the Global
Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation
(GPEDC SLM) and UN High-Level Political Forum, and
the UN General Assembly and People's Assembly.
Other notable CPDE activities include organising
a Study Conference on the Triple Nexus of
Humanitarian Aid, Structural Development and
Peace; and participating in the Stockholm Civil
Society Days, the EU Policy Forum on Development
Global Conference, the Asia-Pacific Forum
on Sustainable Development, the DAC-CSO
Reference Group Meeting, and the Task Team on
CSO Development Effectiveness and Enabling
Environment Meeting.
This 2020, CPDE continues to serve its mandate
with focus on working at the country level. It will be
guided by a new Strategic Plan to better respond to
the evolving development cooperation landscape.
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THE REALITY OF AID NETWORK (REALITYOFAID.ORG)
Early in the year, The Reality of Aid Network (RoA)
launched the 2018 RoA Report titled “The Changing
Faces of Aid and Development Cooperation,” which
compiled CSO case studies that exemplify how
aid to developing countries is diverted to advance
donor governments’ corporate and security interests.
These findings, along with policy recommendations
on aid and development effectiveness for poverty
reduction and on additional aid for climate change
responses, were presented to donor representatives
at the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee
(DAC), private sector and other development actors
in January 2019.
Reality of Aid continued coordinating with CSOs
worldwide to sustain engagements with the OECDDAC, ensuring that Southern CSOs engaged as
much as their Northern counterparts. There were
dialogues with the DAC Chair and senior-level
officials at various key DAC meetings, as well as
several webinars and online consultations with the
secretariat and workstreams, where CSOs were able
to register analyses, positions, and recommendations
concerning the diversion of aid to the private sector
and international financial institutions, aid and
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militarism, the trend of shrinking civic space, among
others.
RoA also led CSOs in promoting human rights-based
approaches to development cooperation among
Southern providers – mainly by (i) producing a
framework aimed to serve as a tool for monitoring
and documenting the impact of South-South
development cooperation; and (ii) promoting
this approach among Southern providers and
other member states during the UN High-Level
Conference on South-South Cooperation. Alongside
human rights-based approaches, RoA also warned
against negative influences of traditional donors via
triangular cooperation, and horizontality and respect
for the national sovereignty of beneficiary countries.
RoA ended the year with a Global Assembly tackling
issues of peace, humanitarian response, climate
emergency, while looking into the role of aid and
various forms of development cooperation, and
agreeing to have its next RoA Report centred on the
“triple nexus” of humanitarian, development, and
peace efforts. It also facilitated CSO strategizing to
scale up engagement with the DAC and Southern
providers for next year.

COUNCIL FOR PEOPLE’S DEVELOPMENT AND GOVERNANCE
The Council for People’s Development and
Governance (CPDG) is a broad national network of
sectoral and regional networks of non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and people’s organizations
(POs) engaged in genuine development work. It was
formed to respond to Philippine development issues
and to consolidate Philippine-based development
networks.
CPDG works on substantive issues of the people,
from actions and efforts in alleviating poverty;
aid and development effectiveness; democratic
and corruption-free governance; environmental
protection and preservation; gender equality and
women empowerment; protection of the rights and
welfare of children; and developing disaster-resilient
communities through community-based disaster risk
reduction frameworks.
In 2019, CPDG hosted “Addressing Poverty and
Inequality Towards Agenda 2030: A Policy Forum”
where various stakeholders including people’s
organisations, civil society, and government agencies
shared insights on Agenda 2030, and laid their stakes
and vision towards sustainable development.

CPDG organised activities in response to the
crackdown against people’s organisations, activists,
and civil society near the end of 2019, which
targeted their offices and resulted in arbitrary
arrests and detention. They held “Defend! Civic Space
& People’s Rights to Development: A Public Forum
and Radio Show on the Occasion of the 71st year of
International Human Rights Day” at the University
of the Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City in
partnership with other civil society organisations
such as Ecumenical Institute for Labour Education
and Research (EILER), People’s Coalition on Food
Sovereignty (PCFS), and Assert Socio-Economic
Initiatives Network (ASCENT). It was attended
by representatives from different sectors and
organisations that were victimised by the crackdown
including farmers and indigenous peoples.
CPDG also released a sign-on statement for the
Global Day of Action to Defend Civic Spaces which
coincided with Human Rights Day on December 10.
They also supported the Belgrade Call to Action that
called on UN member states to protect civic spaces
and stop the increasing attacks against Human
Rights Defenders. CPDG and IBON International
joined thousands in the mobilisation for Human
Rights Day in Manila, Philippines on December 10.
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REGIONS
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AFRICA

East and Southern Africa Office
IBON International Africa based in Nairobi, Kenya
leads our work in the East and Southern Africa
region. In 2019, the East and Southern Africa hub
conducted research on practices of sustainable
consumption and production (SCP) among the
indigenous peoples of Ogiek (Mau forests) and
Maasai (Olkaria), as well as farmers of Katuk
Odeyo. Related to this research are focus group
discussions (FGDs) with community leaders as well
as key informant interviews (KIIs) with civil society
organisations (CSOs) and government officials, with
the objective of identifying key civil society spaces
that can be engaged about SCP in the country. The
research is part of a 2-year research and advocacy
engagement on sustainable consumption and
production in Kenya and the Philippines, with the
aim of increasing evidence and discourse on peoplepowered, sustainable consumption and production.
Under the Climate Justice programme, IBON Africa
held a forum on the climate crisis and its impacts in
Kenya attended by 32 participants from various CSOs
(February 20, 2019), two seminars on climate justice
attended by a total of 33 participants (August 13 and
September 30) and a CSO meeting attended by 11
CSOs (December 3, 2019). Five CSOs in Nairobi are
collaborating with IBON Africa on the Climate Justice
programme: these are 350 Kenya, Kenya Young
Greens, Green Belt Movement, Fahamu and Sengwer
Council of Elders.
IBON Africa presented in a seminar on private
sector organised by ITUC-Trade Union Development
Cooperation Network and CSO Partnership for

Development Effectiveness (CPDE) in Lusaka, Zambia
on March 26-27, 2019. In a plenary presentation on
Asian experience with Chinese investments, IBON
Africa stated that Chinese state-owned and private
enterprises' investments and even their relation to
Chinese government aid cannot be neatly separated
and are integrally linked from the perspective
of China's economic and political interests, its
programme of "Going out" and the Belt and Road
Initiative.
IBON Africa also participated in the 2019 Global
Perspectives Conference organised by the
International Civil Society Centre, in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia on November 27-29, 2019. Under the
theme “Let’s Make Lemonade: Legitimacy and Impact
in Times of Scrutiny”, IBON Africa enjoined solidarity
to Philippine human rights defenders through its
interventions and outright seeking of support for the
release of 57 arrested activists in Negros, Philippines.
West and Central Africa Office
In West and Central Africa, IBON International’s work
is led by ARCADE (Africa Research and Cooperation
for Endogenous Development) based in Dakar,
Senegal. Under the Climate Justice programme,
ARCADE led workshops in two communities facing
environmental and socio-economic challenges
brought about by government projects.
In Bargny, a fishing community faced the threat
of a coal-fired power plant, which will worsen the
contamination of fishing grounds already heavily
polluted by a cement plant and an ore port. Another
community in Mbeubeuss, Keur Massar, is a garbagedump site or landfill, which gravely affects the health
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and environment of the residents. ARCADE sought
to raise the awareness and mobilize the people in
these two communities to assert their rights through
community workshops and dialogues with the
government and other stakeholders.
ARCADE also aimed to organise and mobilise
community organizations and CSOs to assert food
sovereignty amid the impacts of climate change on
agriculture and small-scale fishing, and to engage
the public authorities on these issues. Working

in collaboration with ARCADE on the Climate
Justice programme in Senegal are: CNCR (National
Council for Rural Consultation and Cooperation),
CAOPA (African Confederation of Artisanal Fishing
Organizations), GRAIDE (Research and Support
Group for Endogenous Development Initiatives),
Jappo ADPAM (Association for the Development
of Sanitation – Malika, Keur Massar), and RAPEN
(Solidarity for the Protection of the Environment –
Bargny).

ASIA PACIFIC
Reality of Aid – Asia Pacific
Asia Pacific continued to experience rising
militarisation and increasing conflict and fragility
this year with the persistence of donors in
promoting their security agendas, the installation of
authoritarian or fascist regimes, and the corporate
capture of development. While donor governments
recognise the need to level up their efforts in
addressing conflict and fragility, funding for conflict
prevention is only at 2% of the Official Development
Assistance (ODA) disbursed for fragile states.
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In this regard, The Reality of Aid – Asia Pacific (RoAAP) crafted its 2019 programming to consolidate
its members and strengthen their capacities in
monitoring the quantity and quality of ODA,
engaging with the OECD-DAC, and building
evidence-based research that analyses the impacts
of ODA-funded development projects in recipient
communities.
One of RoA-AP’s accomplishments this year is
ensuring closer engagement with the OECD-DAC’s

database of development projects to promote
awareness and transparency on partnerships in
the region, as well as to assist advocacy of CSOs for
the protection of human rights and upholding of
development effectiveness principles.

International Network on Conflict and Fragility
(INCAF), which is a relevant body for RoA-AP’s
advocacy work as lead of the DAC-CSO Reference
Group’s Thematic Working Group (TWG) on Peace
and Security. RoA-AP, together with its African and
Asian member organisations, met with INCAF in
November 2019 to discuss how CSOs can play a more
active role in its activities as civil society strives for
strategic and decisive actions for addressing conflict
and fragility issues.
RoA-AP also mobilised its members to engage in
the Asia Pacific Forum for Sustainable Development
(APFSD) in March, the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) Governors’ Meeting in May, and the People
Over Profit (POP) Strategy Meeting in September.
Key to the network’s intervention in these platforms
is RoA-AP’s publications. This year, RoA-AP published
“Assessing Aid and Militarism in Asia”, a collection of
essays discussing country-level challenges along
the themes of aid and militarism, development
cooperation, and conflict and fragility. RoA-AP
also launched its International Finance Institution
(IFI) Observatorio, a CSO-initiated and maintained

In October 2019, RoA-AP, together with the CSO
Partnership for Development Effectiveness (CPDE)
– Asia, organised a Regional Meeting and Policy
Workshop on IFI Monitoring and Engagement to
gather CSO positions and recommendations on IFI
interventions at the country level. The workshop
also highlighted on the ground narratives of how
the corporate capture of development impedes
civic participation. Members drafted an advocacy
campaign and policy recommendation for IFIs which
RoA-AP and CPDE Asia aim to implement in 2020.
RoA-AP’s Observatorio and publications are
produced to ensure that impacts on the ground
are documented, synthesised, and lobbied to
policymakers and other relevant stakeholders. CSOs
are committed to counter policies that prioritise
private interests over people’s rights and welfare
through various campaigns and projects.
For 2020, RoA-AP and its member CSOs are geared to
level up the Observatorio to gather more data about
aid and IFI-funded projects as well as narratives of
the communities directly affected by such projects.
RoA-AP will also be launching its latest research on
the China-led Asian Investment Infrastructure Bank
(AIIB) and the BRICS-led National Development Bank
(NDB) that aims to investigate how both emerging
IFIs operationalise the old policies of traditional IFIs
and the impacts of their projects in Asia. Lastly, we
are looking at more in-depth country consultations
since our members are involved in drafting parallel
reports for their countries’ Voluntary National
Reviews this year.
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EUROPE
IBON International Representative Office in Europe
The IBON International Representative Office in
Europe (IBON Europe) contributed to the thrusts
of the institution through our work on people’s
rights, our partnership and solidarity with people’s
movements and CSOs and our engagement with key
bodies at the local and federal level in Belgium and in
the European Union.
IBON Europe has embarked on an advocacy
campaign to highlight shrinking democratic spaces
and increasing attacks on human rights defenders.
We conducted a forum with CSO representatives
in Brussels, Belgium with the key participation of
IBON International Executive Director Amy Padilla in
March. We co-sponsored a forum in the city of Ghent,
Belgium to highlight the attacks against human
rights defenders with migrants, government officials
and community leaders in June. We also highlighted
issues of human rights violations and shrinking
spaces in meetings with members of the European
Parliament (MEP), the human rights sub-committee
of the European Parliament, members of the Federal
Parliament of Belgium, officials of the Ministry
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of Foreign Affairs of Belgium and officials of the
European Commission to discuss this issue. We have
related with and received support from human rights
organisations based in Europe and their platforms.
IBON Europe has established and maintained close
relations with social movements in Europe and has
shared IBON International’s analysis with them and
their constituencies on various socioeconomic and
political issues. We also gave inputs on the rise of
right-wing regimes, women, migration and inequality
to organisations, members of diaspora organisations,
students and cultural workers in Belgium and on the
impact of neoliberalism in Asia during the global
conference on confederalism, municipalism and
democracy in Rome, Italy in October.
IBON Europe also actively participated in the
regional events of CSO federations and political
parties in Belgium such as the 4depijler last June,
the Marseille Forum and CONCORD last November.
We shared our insights on the role of diaspora
organisations in development, shrinking democratic
spaces and principles of international solidarity

and development cooperation and free trade
agreements.
IBON Europe, together with CPDE, participated in the
European Development Days 2019 with the theme
“Addressing inequalities: Building a world which
leaves no one behind” where we highlighted peoplecentred and powered development principles and
practices.
IBON Europe held its General Assembly on 24
August 2019 and elected new members of the
Board and welcomed new members of the General
Assembly. This strengthened governance within the
organisation and unity among the members, officials
and stakeholders.
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POLICY
AND COMMUNICATIONS

In 2019, we continued to produce robust critique of
neoliberal policies that negatively impact people’s
rights and development including publications
and other forms of written and visual outputs. We
released a policy brief on the corporate capture
of financing for sustainable development. We
provided insight on the rising power of China and
its implications on Southern countries in our policy
brief on the Belt and Road Initiative. Following
our publication of “People-powered sustainable
consumption: A visioning & mapping study,” we
published a policy brief on UN-led discourse on
sustainable consumption and production, and
offered our alternative proposal of a peoplepowered SCP. We also produced a scoping analysis
of Southern debt that was presented in international
engagements.
We released two new TNC Watch publications on
top defense contractors Lockheed Martin and The
Boeing Company that detailed not only their war
profiteering, but also their central role in the US
military-industrial complex, and the accompanying
resistance in the global South.
We produced various articles to supplement
our policy work and to popularise our analyses.
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We released statements that responded to the
turn of events on the human rights situation in
the country; and to other attacks on people’s
sovereignty elsewhere in the global South including
the US interventionist policy in Venezuela and the
struggle of West Papuans in Indonesia, to the fight
of indigenous peoples from the Wet’suwet’en in
Canada. We critiqued the support of international
financial institutions to autocratic regimes that result
in increased human rights violations. We released
news updates framed by the institution’s analyses
of the BAPA+40 meeting, the Senior-Level Meeting
of the Global Partnership for Effective Development
Corporation, the Financing for Development Forum,
and the High-Level Political Forum. We also produced
articles tackling various issues such as development
finance, the climate crisis and the climate justice
movement, and sustainable consumption and
production.
We launched our freshly redesigned website in
December. Throughout the year, we released
infographics and popular visual materials through
our social media platforms. Our Facebook page has
steadily increased its reach to over 6,000 likes and
followers, while our Twitter account has increased to
over a thousand followers.
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INSTITUTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

In IBON International, we conduct internal and
external capacity development activities as part
of our commitment to deliver our best efforts in
developing peoples’ capacities and supporting
peoples’ movements.
In total, we dedicated 107 hours on internal
development activities:
•
•
•
•
•

Monday discussions (45 hours)
Cultural activities (22 hours)
Strategic Plan review (16 hours)
Human security training (16 hours)
Annual staff team building (8 hours)

The institution reviewed its Strategic Plan in
anticipation of its final year of implementation in
August. The staff and hosted networks participated
in discussions to reinvigorate their understanding of
the institution’s mandate, to assess the institution’s
position with regards to its plan and to determine
how goals will be accomplished for the remaining
year.
The Board of Trustees (BoT) regularly held online
consultations to discuss pertinent internal matters of
the institution. They officially convened during their
annual meeting last 26 June in Hong Kong to discuss
the previous year’s annual report and assess the
institution’s accomplishments and challenges, as well
as the plans for the incoming year. This was followed
by the General Assembly of IBON Europe held on
24 August where they elected new members of the
Board and welcomed new members.
The demise of Rev. Malcolm Damon who served as
the Chairperson of IBON International’s BoT from
2016 until 2019 September was deeply mourned

by the institution and peoples’ organisations
across the world. He was a staunch champion of
peoples’ struggles and contributed to the work and
institutional development of IBON International and
its hosted networks.
Sarojeni Rengam, who then served as the ViceChairperson, took over as the Chairperson of the BoT
since September 2019. BoT Member Dr. Roselynn
Musa was elected as the new Vice-Chairperson. Their
election will be formally confirmed in March 2020.
The confirmation of Jennifer del Rosario-Malonzo,
currently the Policy, Communications and Training
Head, as the new Deputy Director will also be held
on the same occasion. In response to the intensifying
state repression against peoples’ organisations and
civil society, we held a security training for rights
defenders in November. We also successfully held
discussions on topics of interest every Monday,
and, occasionally, various cultural activities such
as educational film viewing or watching live
performances of progressive cultural organisations
we invited to the office. The staff were also regularly
mobilised to participate in peoples’ actions.
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IBON INTERNATIONAL
INITIATIVES

INSTITUTE OF POLITICAL ECONOMY
The Institute of Political Economy (IPE) undertakes
research and other support activities for policy
formulation and the development of alternatives for
political economy issues in the Philippines and the
world. In 2019 we issued an IPE Journal containing
critical analyses on the role of diaspora in people’s
liberation movements and on the class struggle in
China at a particular historical juncture.

IPE and IBON International also organised a policy
forum series on the China question with thinkers
from progressive institutions. The forum series
tackled China’s politics, military, trade, investment
and corporations (including the current state of the
Belt and Road Initiative, the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank and the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership).

IBON INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
The IBON Institute for International
Development(I3D) is mandated to synthesise
our knowledge on social policy, economics and
development. In 2019, “Modules on the Crisis
of Neoliberal Globalization and the Way Out”
was produced based on seminars on neoliberal
globalisation and its host of impacts, to serve as a
basic guide and reference for people’s organisations
and educators. “Module on Managing International
People’s Networks” distils the institution’s lessons
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from building and managing international people’s
networks to provide model practices for managers
and coordinators of international people’s networks
and organisations.
The I3D also maintains the I3D online bookshop(i3dbookshop.com) as a means to make the publications
of IBON International and its hosted networks
available in print around the world.

FUNDING PARTNERS
DONOR/FUNDER

PROJECT TITLE AND PERIOD

Toward a people-powered sustainable
consumption and production (2019 – 2020)
Swedish Society for Nature Conservation

People's Climate Agenda 2020: A capacity
development initiative to enhance citizen
participation and engagement in local, national
development planning and international policymaking. (2018 – 2020)
Bread for the World

Grounding Effective Development Cooperation
and Development and Realisation of their Rights
(2018 – 2019)
Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency (SIDA)

Enhancing Civil Society Role in Development
Partnerships Post 2015 (2016 – 2019)

European Commission (EC)
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Summary Statement of Financial Performance (Income Statement)*
Year Ended 31
December 2019
Incoming Resources

Year Ended
31 December 2017

Preliminary

Fund and Grants

2,424,450.00

2,526,222.00

2,056,078.00

570,757.00

595,362.00

603,344.00

13,607.00

(200.77)

(3,302.00)

3,008,814.00

3,121,383.23

2,656,120.00

3,557,322.00

3,481,573.00

3,185,553.26

Other Revenue
Foreign Exchange Gain ( Loss)
Total Resources

Year Ended 31
December 2018

Resources expended
Project/Programme expenditures
Administrative and Management expenditures

224,274.00

263,478.00

230,283.74

Total Expenditure

3,781,596.00

3,745,051.00

3,415,837.00

Reserve/Deficit

(772,782.00)

(623,667.77)

(759,717.00)
*amounts in USD

Summary Statement of Financial Position (Balance Sheet)*
Year Ended 31
December 2019
Assets

Year Ended 31
December 2018

Year Ended
31 December 2017

Preliminary

Fixed Assets
Current Assets
Less: Current Liabilities
Net Assets

1,157,097.00

1,906,572.00

2,696,438.00

522,407.00

631,084.31

916,174.00

634,690.00

1,275,487.69

1,780,264.00

634,690.00

1,275,487.69

Represented By
Unrestricted Reserve
Restricted Reserve

1,780,264.00
*amounts in USD
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IBON International Offices
Central Offices
3rd Floor, IBON Center
114 Timog Avenue, Quezon City
1103 Philippines
Telefax: +632 9276981
Telephone: +632 9277060 to 61 local 203 and 207
Email: international@iboninternational.org
Website: www.iboninternational.org

IBON International - West and Central Africa Office
c/o ARCADE
Villa A73, first floor, Scat-Urbam
PO BOX 5021, Dakar-FannDakar, Senegal
Telephone: +221 70 629-2359/77 546-3417
Email: hfaye@iboninternational.org

IBON International - East and Southern Africa Office
2nd Floor Sarakasi Dome, Ngara
Nairobi, Kenya
Email: esao@iboninternational.org

IBON Latin America and the Caribbean
Email: lac@iboninternational.org

IBON International Representative Office in Europe
Vlasfabriekstraat / Rue de la Linière, 11
1060 Brussels, Belgium
Office: +32.2.6094400
Mobile: +32.488.315519
Email: gbalangue@iboninternational.org

Website
http://www.iboninternational.org

Online Bookshop
i3d-bookshop.com
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